
 

 

 

 
 

Born in 1950, in Leiria, Helena Cordeiro graduated in Economics from the 
Technical University of Lisbon in 1973 followed by post-graduation studies in 
project evaluation and planning, trade flows in small open economies. She 
joined the public administration in economic matters while teaching 
Economics at different universities in Lisbon; she also lectured at the 
Institute of National Administration. 

 

 

Prior to joining the World Bank she held 
several positions in the Ministry of 
Finance and Ministry of Planning. She 
has also worked at the OECD Economics 
Department. While at the World Bank 
Group (WB) in Washington from 1985 to 
2003 she held various positions namely 
country manager, senior economist and 
country economist, mainly in charge of 
Latin American and African economies. In 
1993 she was appointed a Member of the  

Executive Board of the World Bank 

Group (Alternate Director), while 

serving in different committees. She 

also represented Portugal in several 

international financial fora namely those 

aiming at replenishing mechanisms to 

ensure development and environment 

sustainability funding. She was 

appointed member of the Board of 

Statistics Portugal in November 2005. 
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