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Helena Figueira studied Mathematics at the Faculty of Science of the University of Lisbon and holds an 

MSc in Mathematics (Statistics strand). 

She started her career as university assistant in the Mathematics Department of “Instituto Superior de 

Agronomia” of the University of Lisbon and was university lecturer from 1979 to 1987. In 1987 she 

joined the Price Statistics Unit of Eurostat where she became project manager for purchasing power 

parities. From 1994 to 2000 she was head of the sector International Trade in Services in the Balance 

of Payments Unit of Eurostat. 

From 2000 to 2003, Ms Figueira was the Assistant to the Director General of Eurostat, being 

responsible for the management of the Committee of Directors, co-ordinating the relations with the 

Cabinet of the Commissioner responsible for Eurostat as well as international relations with several 

countries (USA, Canada, Australia, New-Zealand, Japan, …) and International Organisations (UN, OECD, 

IMF, …). 

Ms Figueira was Head of the Unit Balance of Payments of Eurostat from 2003 to 2008 and until 2010, 

she accumulated this position with that of acting Director of National Accounts in Eurostat (including 

the statistical activities of the Excessive Deficit Procedure), during the international financial crisis and 

the revision of international standards (SNA, ESA, Balance of Payments). 

As of 2010, Ms Figueira became responsible for Global Business Statistics in Eurostat and is responsible 

for launching main EU projects such as FRIBS (Framework Regulation for Integrating Business 

Statistics). 


