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Agenda 

Single question design vs. matrix design 

 Validations and controls 

 Prefill 

 Summary 



From single questions to a matrix format 
 
 Before (2015):     After: 

◦ Far less text (more hidden help text) 

◦ Risk of item nonresponse (?) 

◦ Better overview 

 



Validations and controls 

Made easier 

since most 

amounts are 

present on the 

same page 



Prefill 

• Year and dates 

• Name and ID 

• Government subsidy amount 

• Reported contributions 

(election years) 



Summing up 

• The main amounts and sums 

• Indicates which questions to go 

back to if correction is needed 

 Helps the respondent to check her 

answers before the questionnaire is 

signed and sent in 



For discussion 

• Pros and cons – single question design versus matrix design 

◦ When do we use what design (are there any rules of thumb or guidelines)? 

◦ What do we need to consider when we use.. 

… a single question design? 

… a matrix design?  




