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18 November 2025 

EUROPEAN DAY FOR THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN AGAINST SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AND SEXUAL ABUSE 

 

OVER 176 THOUSAND ADULTS WERE VICTIMS OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN CHILDHOOD. IN 2024, 1,418  

CRIMES OF SEXUAL ABUSE, PANDERING AND CHILD PORNOGRAPHY WERE REPORTED 

 

On the European Day for the Protection of Children Against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse, which is 

observed annually on 18 November, Statistics Portugal (INE) and the Directorate-General for Justice Policy (DGPJ), 

present, in a joint release, some official statistical indicators on violence and sexual abuse in childhood in Portugal. 

 

 

PREVALENCE AND CHARACTERISATION OF SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN CHILDHOOD IN PORTUGAL  

In 2022, more than 176 thousand people, 2.3% of the 

population aged 18 to 74, reported having been victims 

of sexual violence in childhood, up to the age of 15. 

Women (3.5%) had a higher prevalence of sexual 

violence than men (1.1%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Statistics Portugal, Survey on Safety in Public and Private Spaces, 2022 

Most of the victims were aged between 11 and 15 

when the acts of sexual violence occurred. 

Source: Statistics Portugal, Survey on Safety in Public and Private Spaces, 2022. 

Note: x - Data not available; § - Estimate with low reliability. 

 

Being touched in their private parts was the most reported act of sexual violence by victims: around 156 

thousand people (2.1%), with a higher proportion among women (3.2%) than men (0.9%). 

Being forced to touch someone's private parts was the second most reported act of sexual violence, referred by 

69.3 thousand people (0.9%), and being forced to perform a sexual act against their will was the third most 

common, reported by 41.6 thousand people (0.5%). 
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https://x.com/pt_ine
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDNaM16x_CTjzs_Hg0qrzLw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ine/?originalSubdomain=pt
https://www.instagram.com/pt_ine/
https://www.facebook.com/INEPORTUGAL/
https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_indicadores&indOcorrCod=0012939&contexto=bd&selTab=tab2&xlang=en
https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_indicadores&indOcorrCod=0012947&contexto=bd&selTab=tab2&xlang=en
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Higher proportions of victims of sexual 

violence in childhood are observed in 

the population aged 35 to 54 (3.1%), 

with tertiary education (4.1%), 

employed (2.7%) and with limitations 

due to health problems when 

performing activities that people 

usually do (3.6%). 

 

Source: Statistics Portugal, Survey on Safety in Public and Private Spaces, 2022. 

Note: x - Data not available; § - Estimate with low reliability. 

 

 

Although sexual violence affects 

women and men differently, the 

perpetrators identified in both cases 

were mainly men (for 3.3% of women 

and 0.9% of men). 

1.7% of women reported another 

known person (outside the family) and 

1.3% a family member. 

 Source: Statistics Portugal, Survey on Safety in Public and Private Spaces, 2022. 

Note: x - Data not available; § - Estimate with low reliability. 
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SEXUAL ABUSE, PANDERING AND CHILD PORNOGRAPHY CRIMES RECORDED BY POLICE AUTHORITIES 

More than two-fifths (43.8%) of the crimes recorded 

against minors were of sexual abuse, pandering and 

child pornography. 

Source: Directorate-General for Justice Policy. 

 

In 2024, 3,237 crimes against minors were reported1, 

corresponding to the highest number of reports 

recorded by police authorities since 2014. Of these 

crimes: 

1,418 (43.8%) were related to crimes of sexual 

abuse of children, adolescents, dependent 

minors or those in particularly vulnerable 

situation, as well as of pandering and child 

pornography. 

In the period 2014-2024, the highest proportion 

of this type of crime among crimes against 

minors was observed in 2020 (50.3%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Directorate-General for Justice Policy. 

 

 

Crimes of sexual abuse, pandering and child 

pornography are predominantly committed by men. 

In 2024, 92.2% of the agents/suspects identified in 

this type of crime were men… 

... While 80.7% of the offended persons were female 

minors. 

These proportions remain relatively unchanged over 

the period 2014-2024. 

 

 

1 Crimes against minors refer to crimes recorded by the police authorities in which the minor is part of the type of crime. For this purpose, a set of crimes was 
selected that allows for the measurement of the number of incidents in which the victims are minors, by reference to the type of crime: domestic violence 
against minors; Ill-treatment or overburdening of minors; sexual abuse of children, adolescents, dependent minors or those in a particularly vulnerable 
situation; pandering and pornography of minors; abduction of minors; and use of minors for begging. 
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https://x.com/pt_ine
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDNaM16x_CTjzs_Hg0qrzLw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ine/?originalSubdomain=pt
https://www.instagram.com/pt_ine/
https://www.facebook.com/INEPORTUGAL/
https://estatisticas.justica.gov.pt/sites/siej/en-us/pages/crimes_registados_autoridades_policiais.aspx
https://estatisticas.justica.gov.pt/sites/siej/en-us/pages/policias_e_entidades.aspx
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CRIMINAL CASES FOR CRIMES OF SEXUAL ABUSE, PANDERING AND CHILD PORNOGRAPHY 

 

In 2024, 526 criminal cases of sexual abuse, pandering 

and child pornography were concluded in the first 

instance judicial courts. 

These criminal cases accounted for 69.8% of the total of 

criminal cases for crimes against minors in that year 

(754). 

In the same year, 557 defendants were constituted and 

425 people were convicted of this type of crime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Directorate-General for Justice Policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Directorate-General for Justice Policy. 

 

 

In the period 2014-2024: 

The number of criminal cases for sexual abuse, 

pandering and child pornography in the first 

instance judicial courts increased from 312 to 

526 (+68.6%), following the pattern of the total 

number of criminal cases for crimes against 

minors (which increased from 410 to 754). 

The average duration of criminal cases for sexual 

abuse, pandering, and child pornography ranged 

from 6 months (2018) to 9 months (2023 and 

2024). 

 

In 2024, of the 425 people convicted of sexual abuse, 

pandering, and child pornography crimes: 

98.4% were men; 

40.5% were aged 30 to 49; 24.7% 18 to 29 and 19.5% 

50 to 64. 

The profile of defendants by sex and age group is very 

similar to that of those convicted and remains 

unchanged over the period 2014-2024. 

Source: Directorate-General for Justice Policy. 
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https://x.com/pt_ine
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https://www.instagram.com/pt_ine/
https://www.facebook.com/INEPORTUGAL/
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https://estatisticas.justica.gov.pt/sites/siej/en-us/pages/processos-crime-em-fase-de-julgamento-findos-nos-tribunais-judiciais-de-1-instancia.aspx
https://estatisticas.justica.gov.pt/sites/siej/en-us/pages/condenados-em-processos-crime-nos-tribunais-judiciais-de-1-instancia.aspx
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Source: Directorate-General for Justice Policy. 

 

Effective imprisonment was the final sentence for 

approximately one-third (33.9%) of those convicted in 

criminal cases for crimes of sexual abuse, pandering, 

and child pornography in 2024... 

…While suspended imprisonment was the final 

sentence for 61.2% of those convicted. 

 

 

 

 

TECHNICAL NOTE 

The Survey on Safety in Public and Private Spaces (ISEPP), conducted by Statistics Portugal in 2022, is a sample survey, whose 

information was collected directly from the observation units comprising men and women aged 18 to 74 living in dwelling 

units of main residence. 

For a more detailed analysis of the methodology followed, we suggest reading the ISEPP 2022 methodological document (only 

in Portuguese) available at https://smi.ine.pt/ (tab Documentação metodológica; tema “Justiça”). The results of this statistical 

operation have been published in several Press Releases, which can be accessed via the following link: ISEPP. 

 

In the Justice Statistics, within the framework of crimes perpetrated against minors, a set of crimes was selected that allows 

for the measurement of the number of incidents in which the victims are minors, based on the type of crime. This means that 

the selected crimes focus on providing legal protection for minors. These are crimes that are primarily based on the age of the 

victim. 

The statistics on Crimes recorded by police authorities refer to sexual abuse of children, adolescents and dependent minors 

or those in a particularly vulnerable situation, as well as pandering and child pornography. The data covers the number of 

reported crimes by type, as well as the characteristics of the suspect/agent identified and the offended party, according to sex 

and age. Each report is counted as one crime, with the most serious crime being characterised. The entities currently providing 
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https://www.facebook.com/INEPORTUGAL/
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https://smi.ine.pt/DocumentacaoMetodologica/Detalhes/1708
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https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_pesquisa&frm_accao=PESQUISAR&frm_show_page_num=1&frm_modo_pesquisa=PESQUISA_SIMPLES&frm_texto=isepp&frm_modo_texto=MODO_TEXTO_ALL&frm_data_ini=&frm_data_fim=&frm_tema=QUALQUER_TEMA&frm_area=o_ine_area_Destaques&xlang=en
https://estatisticas.justica.gov.pt/sites/siej/en-us/pages/default.aspx
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data are the Judicial Police (PJ), the Public Security Police (PSP), the National Republican Guard (GNR), the Foreigners and 

Borders Service (SEF) until 2023, the Food and Economic Safety Authority (ASAE), the Maritime Police, the Military Judicial 

Police, and the Tax and Customs Authority (AT). 

For a more detailed analysis, we suggest reading the methodological document (only in Portuguese) on Statistics on recorded 

crimes for a more detailed analysis. This document is available at https://smi.ine.pt/ (tab Documentação metodológica; tema 

“Justiça”). 

 

The statistics on Criminal cases at the trial stage in the first instance judicial courts, defendants and convictions are related 

to cases that have ended the trial phase. A criminal case proceeds to the trial phase if the Public Prosecutor's Office charges 

the defendant or if an indictment is issued by the investigating judge. One or more defendants or one or more crimes may be 

tried in the same case, which is classified according to the most serious crime. The number of defendants tried and convicted 

of crimes against minors was considered, taking into account the most serious crime listed in the indictment or sentence, as 

well as its characterisation. 

Information on criminal cases at the trial phase and on those involved in these cases does not correspond to information on 

the recorded crimes, since the crimes recorded by the police each year may or may not correspond to the cases tried in that 

same year. 

For a more detailed analysis, we suggest reading the methodological document (only in Portuguese) on the First Instance 

Judicial Courts, available at https://smi.ine.pt/ (tab Documentação metodológica; tema “Justiça”). 

TYPE OF CRIME
LEGAL PROVISION

(CRIMINAL CODE)
DESCRIPTION IN THE MANUAL FOR REPORTING CRIMES RECORDED BY POLICE AUTHORITIES

SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN, 

ADOLESCENTS AND DEPENDENT 

MINORS, OR THOSE IN PARTICULARLY 

VULNERABLE SITUATION

Articles 171, 172, 173 and 174

This includes cases of sexual intercourse with or involving minors aged 14, 16 or 18, as well as cases in 

which the agent induces the minor to engage in such acts with the agent or with a third party, 

whether for profit or not, and whether free of charge or in exchange for payment or other 

consideration.

PANDERING AND CHILD PORNOGRAPHY Articles 175 and 176

This includes cases in which someone encourages, promotes or facilitates the prostitution of minors; 

uses minors in pornographic shows or solicits them for this purpose; uses minors in pornographic 

photographs, films or recordings, regardless of the medium, or solicits them for this purpose; 

produces, distributes, imports, exports, disseminates, displays or transfers such photographs, films or 

recordings in any capacity or by any means; acquires such photographs, films or recordings for the 

purpose of distributing, importing, exporting, disseminating, displaying or transferring them.

TYPE OF CRIME
LEGAL PROVISION

(CRIMINAL CODE)

PANDERING AND CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

Former heading of Article 176 of the Criminal Code (wording given 

by Law 65/98, of 2/9)

Article 176 of the Criminal Code

SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN, ADOLESCENTS AND DEPENDENT 

MINORS, OR THOSE IN PARTICULARLY VULNERABLE SITUATION

Article 171 of the Criminal Code

Article 172 of the Criminal Code

https://x.com/pt_ine
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDNaM16x_CTjzs_Hg0qrzLw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ine/?originalSubdomain=pt
https://www.instagram.com/pt_ine/
https://www.facebook.com/INEPORTUGAL/
https://smi.ine.pt/DocumentacaoMetodologica/Detalhes/1612
https://smi.ine.pt/
https://smi.ine.pt/DocumentacaoMetodologica/Detalhes/868
https://smi.ine.pt/
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KEY CONCEPTS 

Agent/suspect identified: A suspect is an individual against whom there is strong evidence that they committed the crime, 

even if they are under 16 years old or disabled. A suspect is considered identified if the victim saw or glimpsed them at the 

time of the crime and can state their sex and/or approximate age or age group. 

Defendant: The person against whom a lawsuit is filed or an enquiry is requested in a criminal proceeding and who, according 

to the law, shall or may be prosecuted, due to a strong suspicion of having committed a sufficiently proven infringement. 

Convicted: A person that has been sentenced to imprisonment or subject to any security measures to restrict freedom, to pay 

a monetary fine or against whom any other non-detaining penalty has been imposed. 

Crime: All actions described and declared as liable of conviction for felony, by a law promulgated prior to the moment of 

practice. 

Recorded crime: Crime detected by police authorities or brought to their knowledge by means of denouncement or complaint. 

Offended person: A person who has suffered losses as a result of a crime. 

Prison sentence:  Main criminal sanction corresponding to the deprivation of liberty for a limited period of time with the aim 

of preventing future crimes and reintegrating the offender into society. 

Criminal cases: A series of legally pre-ordered actions carried out by legitimately authorised individuals to determine whether 

a crime has been committed and, if so, the appropriate legal consequences. 

Closed case: The proceeding in which a final judgement, ruling or decision is delivered, in the respective law-suit, regardless 

of res judicata. 

Sexual violence: Action that forces a person to have sexual, physical or verbal contact with the use of force, intimidation, 

manipulation, threats or any other mechanism that cancels or limits personal will. 

 

 

 

https://x.com/pt_ine
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDNaM16x_CTjzs_Hg0qrzLw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ine/?originalSubdomain=pt
https://www.instagram.com/pt_ine/
https://www.facebook.com/INEPORTUGAL/

