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Transport and Communications Statistics

2024

PASSENGERS GREW IN ALMOST ALL MODES OF TRANSPORT AND INTERNET CONTINUED TO INCREASE
IN 2024

In 2024, the number of passengers transported increased in all modes of transport, except maritime, compared with 2023.
There were increases of 5.0% by road (+11.0% in 2023), 9,2% by train (+16.7% in 2023), 9.0% by metro (+20.7% in 2023),
4.6% by air (+19.4% in 2023) and 6.8% by inland waterways (+21.5% in 2023), while maritime transport recorded a decrease
of 1.4% (+15.1% in 2023).

Freight transported by road and rail decreased 8.4% (-8.8% in 2023) and 8.1% (+2.2% in 2023), respectively. In contrast, air
and sea transport recorded increases of 14.8% (+0.1% in 2023) and 4.6% (-2.9% in 2023), respectively.

In the Communications sector, the number of internet accesses increased 2.5% (+2.9 in 2023), with optical fibre growing at
a faster pace (+6.6%; +7.1% in 2023). There was also an increase in the number of fixed telephone accesses (+0.4%; +1.2%
in 2023), active mobile accesses with effective use (+0.6%; -1.2% in 2023) and subscription television subscribers (+1.5%;
+2.1% in 2023).

Traffic associated with broadband internet access grew 14.1% (+18.2% in 2023). Fixed telephone voice traffic decreased
6.8% in the number of calls made and 13.4% in the number of minutes. In the mobile network, the number of calls increased
0.7%, although there was a 1.4% reduction in the number of minutes. Postal traffic, in turn, fell 6.4% in 2024 (-4.9% in 2023).

With this press release, Statistics Portugal disseminates
the publication  "Statistics on  Transport and
Communications 2024", which provides a wide range of
indicators on the several modes of transport,
telecommunications and postal services.
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A. TRANSPORT

Slight decrease in rail network

In 2024, the national railway network, comprising operated and unoperated lines and extensions, had a total length of
3,620.8 km (-0.8 km compared with 2023). About 70% of the network (69.8%) was in operation, corresponding to 2,526.2 km,
also -0.8 km compared with 2023.

On 31 December 2024, the railway stock in operation® consisted of 348 traction vehicles, 2 383 wagons and 955 passenger
transport vehicles.

Figure 1

EXTENSION OF THE EXPLORED RAILWAY NETWORK BY TYPE OF ELECTRIFICATION, 2023 - 2024
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Source: Statistics Portugal, Rail Infrastructure Survey

More passengers on trains and metro in 2024

In 2024, passenger transport by train reached 218.8 million passengers, representing an increase of 9.2% (after +16.7% in 2023).
In terms of volume, there was an increase of 12.8% (+8.9% in 2023), totalling 5.4 billion passenger-kilometres.

Passenger transported by metro rose 9.0% (+20.7% in 2023), totalling 286.8 million passengers. The Lisboa Metro carried 176.8
million passengers, up 6.5% on the previous year (+21.3% in 2023). The Porto Metro carried 89.9 million passengers,
corresponding to a growth of 13.4% (+21.4% in 2023) while Metro Sul do Tejo carried 20.2 million passengers, an increase of
11.8% (+11.9% in 2023).

1 Excludes all equipment immobilised for repair for more than 28 days on 31 December 2024.
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Figure 2
SUPPLY AND DEMAND BY SUBWAY SYSTEM, 2024
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Source: Statistics Portugal, Subway Transport Survey

Lower volume of freight transported by rail in 2024

In 2024, 7.9 million tonnes of goods were transported by rail, representing a decrease of 8.1% (+2.2% in 2023). In terms of
volume, freight traffic totalled 2.2 billion tkm, corresponding to a decrease of 2.2% (+3.2% in 2023), resulting in an average

distance of 281.8 km per tonne (+6.5% compared with 2023).

In national traffic, 6.2 million tonnes of goods were transported (-8.5%, after +1.5% in 2023), representing 78.5% of total traffic

(78.8% in 2023).

International freight transport amounted to 1.7 million tonnes, a year-on-year decrease of 6.8% (after +5.0% in 2023). As in

previous years, international transport was carried out exclusively to/from Spain.

The division "Base metals; fabricated metal products, except machinery and equipment" (division 102?) remained the main
division of goods transported by rail with 1.1 million tonnes, which corresponded to 14.3% of the total (15.0% in 2023).

National road network kept growing

For the third consecutive year, the national road network slightly increased in Portugal and extended to 14,342 km (+0.02%).

Average traffic on 25 de Abril bridge slightly decreased in 2024

The average daily crossing of road vehicles over the Tagus River registered a slowdown in growth (+1.6%; +5.2% in 2023) to
221.0 thousand vehicles in 2024. Average traffic on the 25 de Abril Bridge decreased by 0.1% (+3.8% in 2023) to 146.3 thousand

vehicles, in contrast with the increase in average traffic on the Vasco da Gama Bridge: +5.3%; 74.7 thousand vehicles.

2NST2007 (See “Siglas e abreviaturas”)

2@ EER®

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION - 2024

ine.pt | Communication Unit- tel: + 351 21 842 61 10 | sci@ine.pt

3


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDNaM16x_CTjzs_Hg0qrzLw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ine/?originalSubdomain=pt
https://www.instagram.com/pt_ine/
https://www.facebook.com/INEPORTUGAL/
https://x.com/pt_ine

INSTITUTO NACIONAL DE ESTATISTICA

ISSN 2184-4534

e L0

STATISTICS PORTUGAL 193s-202s

DIISTAQU=

PRESS RELEASE

Stock of heavy vehicles grew at a faster rate than stock of light vehicles

In 2024, the stock of vehicles presumably in circulation continued to increase and reached 7.6 million vehicles (+4.7%; +0.6% in
2023). The stock of heavy vehicles grew at a faster rate (+5.8%) than the stock of light vehicles (+4.7%) and represented 1.9%
of the total (+0.02 p.p.).

Cancelled vehicles grew more than new registers

The number of registered vehicles grew by 3.7% in 2024 reaching 440.1 thousand vehicles. The number of cancellations grew
at a faster rate (+5.6%) and 134.9 thousand were cancelled.

Register of new light passenger vehicles increased in 2024 despite summer reductions

Register of new light passenger vehicles grew by 5.1% in 2024 (+27.7% in 2023) to 209.7 thousand vehicles. The months of
February (+27.6%) and December (+21.3%) recorded the biggest increases while the biggest reductions occurred in summer
months: June (-8.4%), July (-9.5%) and August (-9.4%).

Issuance of driver's licenses with a slight decrease

The issuance of driver's licenses registered a slight decrease in 2024 (-0.2%) with 1.3 million licenses issued.

Road freight transport in national vehicles with reduced weight and volume

Road national vehicles transported 119.8 million tonnes, which represented a decrease of 8.4% compared with the previous
year. National transport contracted 7.5% to 103.4 million and represented 86.4% of transport (+0.8 p.p.). International transport
decreased by 13.6% to 16.3 million tonnes.

In volume, transport in national vehicles decreased by 11.0% to 24.2 billion tkm. International transport was the cause of this
reduction, decreasing by 16.2% to 16.2 billion tkm, while national transport grew by 1.8% to 7.9 billion tkm.

2@ EER®

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATION - 2024

ine.pt | Communication Unit- tel: + 351 21 842 61 10 | sci@ine.pt

4


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDNaM16x_CTjzs_Hg0qrzLw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ine/?originalSubdomain=pt
https://www.instagram.com/pt_ine/
https://www.facebook.com/INEPORTUGAL/
https://x.com/pt_ine

ISSN 2184-4534

X e Yo

INSTITUTO NACIONAL DE ESTATISTICA
STATISTICS PORTUGAL 1935-2025

DIISTAQU=

PRESS RELEASE

Figure 3

FREIGHT (TONNES) CARRIED BY TYPE OF TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT
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Source: Statistics Portugal, Road Freight Transport Survey

Road freight transport in foreign vehicles with an increase in weight and volume

It is estimated that 19.0 million tonnes (+11.6%) and 12.4 billion tonne-km (+3.4%) were handled. Given the overall nature of
road freight transport, transport in foreign vehicles continued to increase its representation: 13.7% in tonnes (+2.2 p.p.) and
34.0% in tonne-km (+3.3 p.p.).

Road passenger transport grew compared with 2023

The number of passengers transported increased 5.0%, compared with 2023, to 579.8 million passengers.

Fuel and energy consumption in road transport decreased due to reduction in diesel consumption

Fuel and energy consumption in the road transport sector decreased by 0.7%, in 2024, to 5.9 million toe. Diesel, the main fuel
used, was the primary cause of this reduction, decreasing by 3.2% to 4.4 million toe (75.1%; -1.9 p.p.).

Number of fatalities decreased despite increase in number of accidents and victims

The number of accidents with victims slowed down, with 38.0 thousand accidents recorded (+3.9%; +6.8% in 2023). The number
of victims also increased (+4.0%) to 47.9 thousand, despite the reduction in the number of deaths (618; -3.7%).

Portugal had 8.8 thousand electric charging stations at the end of 2024

According to data from Mobi.E, the number of electric vehicle charging stations in Portugal stood at 8.8 thousand, with 69.1%
corresponding to semi-fast stations (between 7.4 and 22 kWh).
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Port traffic resumed growth, with Sines standing out

The movement of goods in national seaports reached 85.7 million tonnes, increasing 4.3% after a 3.4% decrease in 2023.

The port of Sines handled 44.1 million tonnes corresponding to an increase of 10.7% compared with 2023 (-4.3% in 2023) and
increasing its share in the total by 3.0 p.p.. It remained the port with the largest national share (51.5%). The port of Leixdes
(14.9% of the total; -1.0 p.p.) recorded a decrease of 2.2% (-1.3% in 2023), while Lisboa had a reduction of 6.5% (12.0% of the
total; -1.4 p.p.; -2.4% in 2023).

Figure 4

MOVEMENT OF FREIGHT (TONNES) IN PORTS, 2023 AND 2024
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Source: Statistics Portugal, Maritime transport of passengers and goods survey

National ports handled 72.8 million tonnes in international traffic (+4.9%, after -3.0% in 2023), which represented 84.9% of the
total.

33.6 million tonnes of goods were loaded at national ports (+9.1% compared with the previous year; -5.4 in 2023).
Division 07 - “Coke and refined petroleum products” recorded an increase of 16.3% compared with 2023, remaining the most
representative, with 25.3% of the total. It was followed by division 04 - “'Food products, beverages and tobacco”, which
recorded an increase of 10.4% and represented 12.8% of total goods loaded.

In 2024, 52.1 million tonnes of goods were unloaded at national ports (+1.5% compared with the previous year; -2.2% in 2023).
Division 02 - “Coal and lignite; crude oil and natural gas” remained the most representative (+7.3% compared with 2023),
followed by division 07 - "Coke and refined petroleum products" (-4.4% compared with 2023) with a weight of 26.7% and 13.9%
of the total, respectively.

Containerized cargo (33.0 million tonnes; +11.3% compared with the previous year) reached 38.5% of the total handled (+2.4
p.p.), followed by liquid bulk movement, which totalled 30.7 million tonnes (+5.8% compared with 2023), representing 35.9%
of the total movement.
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Inland waterways passenger transport increased while vehicles decreased

In inland waterways in Portugal, regular crossings (national and international) ensured the transport of 25.0 million passengers
and 326.3 thousand vehicles, corresponding to an increase of 6.8% and a decrease of 4.6%, respectively.

Increase in passenger movement at the main national airports

Passenger traffic at national airports and aerodromes in 2024 amounted to 70.4 million (+4.3%; +18.9% in 2023).

At the main airports, passenger traffic grew: 4.3% in Lisboa, 4.8% in Porto, 2.0% in Faro, 4.8% in Funchal and 10.7% in Ponta
Delgada.

Figure 5

AIR TRAFFIC INDICATORS AT THE MAIN NATIONAL AIRPORTS, 2023 AND 2024
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Source: Statistics Portugal, Airports and airfields survey (ANAC/ANA)

In 2024, freight traffic at national airports grew 15.4% in cargo (totalling 241.6 thousand tonnes) and decreased 3.2% in mail
(totalling 13.2 thousand tonnes). Cargo and mail movements together exceeded the previous year, reaching 254.8 thousand
tonnes (+14.2%; +0.1% in 2023).

Transport by oil pipeline increased and transport by gas pipeline maintained a downward trend compared with
2023

Gas transport in pipeline in 2024 decreased in comparison with 2023, having recorded 49.6 thousand GWh in inflow (-10.3%;
-15.8% in 2023) and 49.5 thousand GWh in outflows (-10.4%; -15.6% in 2023).

The transport of goods by oil pipeline increased 1.1% in 2024 (+8.1% in 2023), reaching 3.2 million tonnes.
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Goods with an 0.1% increase in imports and an 3.5% increase in exports

In 2024, according to the definitive results of international trade statistics, imports of goods totalled 60.2 million tonnes,
registering an increase of 0.1% (-1.8% in 2023). Maritime transport concentrated 58,0% of the imported goods, with a total of
34.9 million tonnes (+2.1%). By road, 21.3 million tonnes of goods entered (-2.3%), corresponding to 35.4% of the total.

The volume of exports totalled 39.2 million tonnes of goods, recording an increase of 3.5% (-3,8% in 2023). The road mode
accounted for 45.3% of the total exported tonnage, the maritime 42.8%, and the air 3.9%.

B. COMMUNICATIONS

Number of subscribers and accesses to fixed telephone service continued to increase

The fixed telephone service with direct access registered 4.5 million customers in 2024, increasing 0.6% over the previous year
(+1.2% in 2023). The number of telephone accesses continued to grow, although at a slightly lower rate than the previous year
(+0.4%; +1.2% in 2023), reaching 5.5 million accesses.

Voice traffic decreased the number of minutes in the mobile phone service

Voice traffic originating on the mobile network registered a slight increase of 0.7% in the number of calls, to 11.3 billion,
although there was a 1.4% decrease in the number of minutes, to 32.3 billion. This positive evolution in the number of calls
was mainly driven by an 125.4% increase in international traffic calls, which also increased by 15.6% in terms of minutes. On
the other hand, the decrease in the number of minutes was due to national traffic which decreased by 0.7% in the number of
callsand 1.7% in the number of minutes. Text message (SMS) traffic continued to decrease (-14.5%; -18.4% in the previous year)
to 7.4 billion messages, as opposed to value-added messaging (SMS-SVA) traffic which grew by 5.4% to 70.2 million messages
(+6.2% in the previous year).

Internet access traffic volume continued to grow

The number of internet accesses increased by 2.5% (+2.9% in 2023) and reached 4.7 million. Fibre optic accesses continued to
grow (+6.6%), albeit at a slightly slower pace than in the previous year (+7.1% in 2023). Traffic volume associated with
broadband internet access reached 18.0 billion GB, having grown by 14.1% (+18.2% in 2023).
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Figure 6

INTERNET FIXED ACCESS COVERAGE
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Source: ANACOM

Increase in the number of fibre optic television subscribers

The number of subscribers to the TV signal distribution service continued to grow in 2024 (+1.5%, +2.1% in 2023) and reached
4.7 million subscribers. Fibre optic service (FTTH), as in the previous year, was the only service to record an increase in the
number of subscribers (+5.8%; +7.2% in 2023) and represented 66.6% of the total, reaching 3.1 million subscribers.

Figure 7
DISTRIBUTION OF SUBSCRIBERS TV BY TYPE OF SUBSCRIPTION, 2024
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Source: ANACOM
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Postal network with more access points and less traffic

In 2024, the national postal network grew by 6.3%, after 16.2% growth in 2023 and is comprised of 20,279 access points. There
were 569 post offices, maintaining the number of the previous years (2023 and 2022), while letter posts decreased by 0.7%
(+0.2% in 2023) to 1,793 letter posts. Postal traffic decreased by 6.4% in 2024 (-4.9% in 2023), with 501.0 million objects
dispatched.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

The results presented are developed in the publication "Statistics on Transport and Communications 2024".
The information disclosed was based on the following sources:

Rail transport

Inquiries to the passenger and freight rail transport companies and to the metro systems, “Infraestruturas de Portugal SA” and

“Instituto da Mobilidade e dos Transportes IP” (IMT).
Road transport

Surveys for Road Transport of Passengers and Goods; “Instituto da Mobilidade e dos Transportes IP” IMT; “Autoridade Nacional
de Seguranca Rodovidria” (ANSR); “Direcdo Geral de Energia e Geologia” (DGEG); “Associacdo do Comércio Automoével de

Portugal” (ACAP).
Maritime and waterway transport

Surveys for maritime transport of passengers and freight and for river transport (port administrations, river transport companies,

municipalities, IMT and “DocaPesca SA”).

Air transport

ANAC — Autoridade Nacional de Aviagdo Civil e ANA — Aeroportos de Portugal SA.
Transport by pipeline

REN Gasodutos SA and CLC - Companhia Logistica de Combustiveis SA.
Communications

Autoridade Nacional de Comunica¢des (ANACOM) and the main communications companies.

These and other information on Statistics on Transport and Communications are available on the Official Statistics Portal at

www.ine.pt.
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ACRONYMS AND DESIGNATIONS

ANA Aeroportos de Portugal (Enterprise that manages the airports)

ANAC Civil Aviation National Authority

ANACOM Communications National Authority

ANSR Road Safety National Authority

CAE National Economic Activity Classification (similar to Nace Rev.2)

CLC Companhia Logistica de Combustiveis SA (Enterprise that manages the oil lines)
DGEG Directorate General for Energy and Geology

DTH Direct to Home (Sattelite distribution service)

FTTH Fibre to the Home (Optic Fibre distribution service)

IMT Portuguese Road Agency (Instituto da Mobilidade e dos Transportes)

INE Statistics Portugal

ITRM Road Freight Transport Survey

NST Standard Goods Classification for transport statistics, 2007

REN Rede Elétrica Nacional (Enterprise that manages the energy infrastructure)

UNITS AND ABBREVIATIONS
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