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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 2024 

Statistics Portugal publishes the annual Agricultural Statistics, which provides information on the agricultural and forestry sector, 

mainly relating to 2024. 

In the period under analysis, crop year 2023/2024 was very warm and rainy, with positive impacts on pastures and fodder crops, 

which benefited from the moisture, ensuring abundant food for cattle. The Winter cereals showed good productivity but with 

reduced net margins. On the other hand, grain maze recorded sharp drops in yields and reduction in surface. The production of 

potatoes (+10%) and vegetables (+3,1%) grew, despite delays in planting. Tomatoes for processing increased in area, but the 

productivity decreased. 

For permanent crops, olive oil stands out with the second largest production of all time and almonds which reached a record, 

confirming Portugal as the second largest producer in the EU. Apple and orange productions recovered from the bad previous crop 

year, while pear, kiwi and cherry production declined due to diseases and adverse weather conditions. 

Total meat production stood at 947 thousand tonnes, reflecting an increase of 4.8% compared to 2023. The volume of dairy 

products decreased, mainly due to the reduction in milk for consumption, which at 622 thousand tons was 6.8% lower than in 

2023. 

Apparent fertiliser consumption increased by 16,6% in 2024, largely explained by a decline in the fertiliser price index (-18.3%). 

This growth ended up determining the unfavourable evolution of the nutrient balance, whose excess per hectare of UAA increased 

by 6.7% in the nitrogen balance and 14.5% in the phosphorus balance. 

The income from agricultural activity, in real terms, per annual work unit (AWU), registered an increase (+14.5%), with GVA growing 

7.3%, reflecting a positive variation, in volume, of Agricultural Output (+4.2%) greater than that of Intermediate Consumption 

(+2.5%). The price indexes of agricultural goods output and goods and services currently consumed in agriculture decreased by 

2.7% and 0.4% respectively. 

Regarding the degree of self-sufficiency, Portugal increased its dependence from external markets for cereals, milk and dairy 

products, and fruit, with the respective degrees of self-sufficiency set at 17.9%, 90.1%, and 68.8%, maintained self-sufficiency in 

rice, and reinforced surplus supplies of wine and olive oil. 

The trade deficit for Agricultural and food products (excluding beverages and fishery products) reached EUR 5,170.0 million in 

2024, a EUR 421.4 million decrease compared to the previous year.  This favourable development was the result of a greater 

increase in exports (+ EUR 676.7 million) than in imports (+ EUR 255.3 million) of this type of product. 

Manufacture of food products remained the main activity of national industrial production with 16.2% of total sales in 2024 (16.6% 

in 2023), recording a turnover of 16.7. billion euros. 

In the forestry sector, the number of rural fires (6,293) was the lowest in the last 20 years, but on the other hand, the area burned 

(137.7 thousand hectares on the mainland and 5.2 thousand hectares in the Autonomous Region of Madeira) makes 2024 the third 

most severe year of the last decade. The trade balance for forest products increased to 3,063.7 million euros, representing a 

positive increase of 180.5 million euros compared to the previous year. 
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CROP PRODUCTION - CROP YEAR 2023/2024 

The 2023/2024 agricultural year was marked by meteorological conditions that were particularly relevant to national agricultural 

activity. Classified as very warm and rainy, it stood out as the sixth warmest year since 1931/32, with an average annual 

temperature of 16.3°C, 0.7°C above the climate normal. Total precipitation reached 897.4 mm, 53.1 mm above the 1991-2020 

average, reinforcing the overall wet character of the agricultural cycle. 

Each season showed significant anomalies: autumn 2023 was very warm and very rainy; winter 2023/24 was the warmest ever, 

although precipitation levels were average; spring was warm and rainy, driven by an exceptionally wet March; and summer was 

warm and surprisingly wet, with rainfall above normal, especially in June. 

Pastures and fodder crops benefited from the favourable moisture conditions, allowing extensive livestock systems to be fed 

without early supplementation. The high availability of forage led to lower prices for hay and silage. 

In winter cereal crops, yield increased due to good soil moisture and steady vegetative development. However, low market prices 

and high production costs reduced net margins. In contrast, summer cereals such as grain maize performed worse, with yield losses, 

a 13.6% drop in cultivated area, and the lowest production of the past decade. 

The production of horticultural crops and potatoes grew by 3.1% and 10% respectively, despite challenges such as delayed planting 

and disease pressure. As for tomatoes for processing there was a drop in yield, despite an increase in planted area.  

In fruit production, results were mixed: apple (+7.2%) and orange (+26.9%) rebounded from weak campaigns; pear and kiwi were 

affected by poor flowering, disease and climate anomalies. Cherry harvests suffered another sharp decline (-35.5%). Almond 

production, boosted by new orchards in the Alentejo, reached 91 thousand tonnes - the highest on record - making Portugal the 

second-largest almond producer in the EU, behind Spain. On the other hand, chestnut production remained below potential, 

despite good fruit quality. 

The grape harvest was hindered by intense disease pressure and adverse weather events, leading to an 8.1% drop in wine 

production. In contrast, the olive oil campaign was very positive: with 180 thousand tonnes, it reached the second-highest 

production ever, reflecting the maturity of the intensive olive groves in the Alentejo. 

 

ANIMAL PRODUCTION - 2024 

Total meat production stood at 947 thousand tonnes, reflecting an increase of 4.8% compared to 2023. 

Total bovine, pig, sheep, goat and horse meat (493 thousand tonnes) grew by 5.2%, as well as production of poultry meat (including 

chickens, turkeys and ducks) that raised by 4.6%, reaching 440 thousand tonnes. 

These three types of meat, beef (102 thousand tonnes), pork (376 thousand tonnes) and sheep (13.9 thousand tonnes) showed 

increases compared to 2023, of 3.4%, 5.5% and 12.0% respectively, while goat meat (1.0 thousand tonnes) dropped by 9.6%. 

Broiler meat production (358 thousand tonnes) grew by 6.2%, as did turkey meat, which showed a positive variation of 1.6%, with 

a production of 50.9 thousand tonnes. On the other hand, duck meat (11.4 thousand tonnes) fell by 10.2%, vis a vis 2023.  

Total chicken egg production summed 155 thousand tonnes, an increase of 1.4%, with the volume of eggs for consumption  

(132 thousand tonnes) increasing by 0.7% and eggs for incubation (23 thousand tonnes) higher by 5.9% than in 2023. 

Total milk production was 1,970 million litres, corresponding to a decrease of 1.3% compared to 2023, with the volume of cow's 

milk (1,879 million litres) falling 1.2% and sheep's and goat's milk decreasing by 4.3% and 5.4%, respectively. 
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The national dairy industry's production in 2024 resulted in a lower total volume of dairy products, due to the decrease in fresh 

products (-6.8% less drinking milk), since the total of processed products had a small variation (-0.6%). 

 Cheese production grew by 2.0%, as well as butter and milk powder, which increased by 6.2% and 7.7%, respectively. 

 

FOREST PRODUCTION 

The 3rd most severe year of the last decade: fewer ignitions, but more area burned. 

In Portugal, 6 293 rural fires broke out in 2024, 16.8% fewer occurrences compared to 2023. The number of ignitions represents 

the lowest value in the past 20 years, accounting for 74.6% of the average over the last five years (8,440). 

In 2024, the burnt area in Portugal amounted to 137.7 thousand hectares on the mainland and 5.2 thousand hectares in the 

Autonomous Region of Madeira (34.5 thousand hectares and 5.2 thousand hectares in 2023, respectively), making 2024 the third 

most severe year of the past decade (2015-2024), with 183.3% of the average burnt area over the last five years (77.9 thousand 

hectares). 

In mainland Portugal, in 2024, the hunting area was distributed over 6,995 thousand hectares in 5,351 hunting zones, 52 more 

spaces spread over 27.2 thousand more hectares than in 2023. 

The 108,196 hunting licenses issued in the 2024/2025 hunting season (108,265 in 2023/2024) justified a decrease of 0.1%, 

generating a revenue of 6.0 million euros, 4.1% higher than in 2023/2024. 

 

AGRICULTURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

In 2023, 7.9 thousand tonnes of active substances contained in plant protection products were placed on the market, representing 

a decrease of 13.1% compared with 2022. This decline was mainly driven by a reduction in sulphur sales. 

Apparent fertiliser consumption increased by 16.6% in 2024, largely explained by a decline in the fertiliser price index (-18.3%). 

In 2024, the gross nitrogen balance in soil was estimated at 141 thousand tonnes (132 thousand tonnes in 2023), resulting from an 

increase in nitrogen input to soil (+13.1 thousand tonnes), which exceeded the increase in nitrogen removal by harvested crops 

(+4.2 thousand tonnes). 

The phosphorus balance increased by 14.5% in 2024, resulting in a surplus of 8,9 thousand tonnes (+1.1 thousand tonnes in 2023). 

In 2023, agricultural activities were responsible for 44.7 Gg of ammonia (NH₃) emissions (50.6 Gg in 2022), equivalent to  

11.2 kg NH₃ per hectare of utilised agricultural area (UAA). This reduction stemmed from a 26.7% decrease in emissions from the 

application of “Manure and slurry from livestock applied to soils”. 

In the same year, the agricultural sector emitted 7.0 million tonnes of greenhouse gases (GHG) expressed in CO₂ equivalents, 

corresponding to 1.7 tonnes of GHG (CO₂ eq.) per hectare of UAA (a reduction of 1.6% compared with 2022). 

Direct energy consumption in agriculture reached 17.1 million GJ in 2023, reflecting an increase of 3.2% compared with 2022. 

Mainly due to declining prices of petroleum products and electricity, the main energy sources used in the agricultural sector. 
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FOOD, BEVERAGE AND TOBACCO INDUSTRY - 2024 

Manufacture of food products remained the main activity of national industrial production with 16.2% of total sales in 2024 (16.6% 

in 2023). 

In 2024, 77.7% of the value of manufacture of food products sales was destinated to national market (+0.4 p.p. compared to 2023) 

and 16.6% to European Union (-0.3 p.p. compared to 2023). 

The value of manufacture of food products sales in 2024 reached 16.7 billion Euros, 0.4 billion Euros less compared to 2023. 

The “slaughtering of animals, processing and preserving of meat and meat products” activity was the most valued of the 

Manufacture of food products with 21.3% of total sales value (20.5% in 2023). 

The manufacture of beverages accounted around 3.7 billion Euros of sales in 2024, more 19.6 million Euros than in 2023, while the 

“manufacture of wines” contributing 49.4% of the total sales value (49.3 % in 2023). 

Manufacture of tobacco products sales totalled 832.6 million Euros, 125.2 million more than in 2023. 

 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE - 2024 

The trade deficit of agricultural and food products (excluding beverages and fishery products) reached EUR 5,170.0 million in 2024, 

which represents an improvement of EUR 421.4 million compared to the previous year. 

Meat and edible meat offal remained the main contributor to the trade deficit of agricultural and food products, amounting to EUR 

1,509.8 million, reflecting a deterioration of EUR 102.8 million. Conversely, the Cereals group, which continued to rank 2nd in terms 

of contribution to the trade deficit, recorded an improvement of EUR 233.3 million. 

The trade balance for Beverages, spirits and vinegars reversed the decline recorded in the previous year, with an increase of EUR 

91.2 from the previous year. The trade surplus for this product group reached EUR 728.9 million in 2024. 

In 2024, the trade balance of forest products reached EUR 3,063.7 million in 2024, representing an increase of EUR 180.5 million 

from the previous year. Paper and paperboard, as well as Cork, recorded the highest trade surpluses (EUR 1,024.4 and  

EUR 919.7 million, respectively). Notwithstanding the EUR 16.5 million easing, the Wood group remained the only group with a 

trade deficit, which stood at EUR -256.7 million. 

 

SUPPLY BALANCES 

In 2024, the domestic market contributed 75.2% of the total quantity of meat required to meet national consumption needs, an 

increase of 0.3p.p. compared with the previous year. Poultry meat was the most consumed (49.3 kg per inhabitant, compared with 

46.8 kg per inhabitant in 2023), followed by pig meat (42.7 kg per inhabitant versus 41.6 kg per inhabitant in 2023). 

The self-sufficiency rate for all dairy products (milk and derivatives) in 2024 stood at 90.1%, compared with 94.1% in 2023. Milk for 

public consumption (108.9%) and butter (140.0%) remained in surplus, whereas some dairy products continued to record deficits, 

notably fermented milk products (52.5%), milk-based drinks (68.2%) and cheese 60.8%). 

In the 2023/2024 marketing year, the self-sufficiency rate for cereals (excluding rice) remained strongly deficient, at 17.9%  

(-0.2p.p. compared to the previous harvest). 
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Per capita fruit consumption in the 2023/2024 harvest was 151.1 kg per inhabitant (152.0 kg in the 2022/2023 marketing year). 

The self-sufficiency rate was 68.8%, less 5.2p.p. vis-à-vis the previous marketing year. Fruit imports and exports increased by 4.8% 

and 3.4%, respectively. 

The self-sufficiency rate for olive oil in 2023 was 214.9% (114.9p.p. above self-sufficiency) positioning the olive growing season as 

the second most productive of all time. 

In the 2023/2024 marketing year, the self-sufficiency rate for wine was 117.4% (113.6% in 2022/2023). Wine production increased 

by 10.1% relative to the previous campaign. There was a significant decrease in wine imports (-45.4%) and also a contraction in 

exports, although of lesser intensity (-18.6%). Human consumption favoured wines with Protected Designation of Origin (PDO) and 

wines with Protected Geographical Indication (PGI). 

 

AGRICULTURAL PRICE STATISTICS - 2024 

The agricultural goods output price index decreased by 2.7% in 2024, reflecting a 1.7% decline in the crop output price index and 

a 4.4% decrease in the animal output price index. 

The price index of goods and services currently consumed in agriculture recorded a decrease of 0.4%, while the price index of 

goods and services contributing to agricultural investment increased by 3.5%. 

 

ECONOMIC ACCOUNTS FOR AGRICULTURE - 2024 

In 2024, the Income from agricultural activity, in real terms, per annual work unit (AWU), registered an increase (+14.5%), as a 

result of the large increase in “Other subsidies on production” (+143.4%), since Gross Value Added (GVA) decreased 1.1%. 

The decrease in GVA, in nominal terms, resulted from a slight reduction in Agricultural Output (-0.2%) along with an increase of 

Intermediate Consumption (+0.3%). In real terms, GVA grew by 7.3% as a result of an increase in volume of Output (+4.2%) higher 

than that of Intermediate Consumption (+2.5%). 

 

ECONOMIC ACCOUNTS FOR FORESTRY - 2022 

In 2022, the GVA of forestry decreased by 3.4% in volume and increased, for the second consecutive year, in value (+9.6%). 

The increase of GVA, in nominal terms, was a consequence of the increase in Output (+8.3%) which was higher than that in IC 

(+5.8%). It is worth noting the increases in the output of coniferous timber, non-coniferous timber and fuel wood (+6.9%, +19.9% 

and +17.3%, respectively), where the increase in prices had a major impact. 
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