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REGIONAL STATISTICAL YEARBOOKS - REGIONAL AND MUNICIPAL STATISTICAL DATA 

 

The Regional Statistical Yearbooks provide a wide range of statistical data at regional and municipal levels. Of 

the subset of topics chosen for analysis in this press release, the following are highlighted: 

• Population: in 2023 there was a 1.16% increase in the resident population compared to the previous year, 

with an increase in population in 251 of the country's 308 (81%) municipalities. In 2023, except for Grande 

Lisboa, in all NUTS 3 regions the population ageing ratio was higher in predominantly rural areas than in 

predominantly urban areas. 

• Education: in the 2023/2024 school year, the number of students enrolled in tertiary education increased 

by 0.5% compared to the previous school year. This increase was also observed in 17 of the 26 NUTS 3 

sub-regions, with Alto Tâmega e Barroso recording the highest rate of change (10.1%). 

• International Trade: in 2023, 16 of the country's 26 NUTS 3 recorded a coverage rate of imports by exports 

above 100%, with the Baixo Alentejo (427.8%), Alentejo Litoral (229.5%), Tâmega e Sousa (217.9%), 

Alentejo Central (197.2%) and Ave (160.0%) recording the highest values. 

• Political Participation: the autonomous regions of the Açores and Madeira recorded the highest abstention 

rates in the 2024 election for the Parliament (53.8% and 41.1% respectively). The municipality of Ribeira 

Grande (61.5%) recorded the highest abstention rate in the country and, with rates above 55%, Vila Franca 

do Campo, Lagoa, Vila do Porto, Povoação, Melgaço, Vimioso and Montalegre also stood out. 

 

 

The contents of the Regional Statistical Yearbooks 2024 edition are presented in Thematic Folders - 

Municipalities - Regional Statistical Yearbooks and are organised into four main chapters — Territory, People, 

Economic Activity and State — which, in turn, are structured in 27 sections on different thematic areas (see 

the methodological note at the end of this press release). 

The 2024 edition begins the dissemination of information from the Regional Statistical Yearbooks mostly 

structured according to the new version of the Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics: NUTS 2024.  

This press release presents a brief analysis based on the information available in the following sections: 

Population, Education, International Trade and Political Participation. 

  

https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_doc_municipios&xlang=en
https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_doc_municipios&xlang=en
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POPULATION 

The resident population in Portugal on 31 December 2023 was estimated at 10 639 726 inhabitants, following 

an increase of 1.16% compared to the previous year. 

Between 2022 and 2023, 25 of the country's 26 NUTS 3 sub-regions recorded an increase in the resident 

population, with Oeste (2.43%) and Região de Aveiro (2.08%) standing out with crude rates of over 2%. Alto 

Alentejo was the only sub-region that registered a population decrease of 0.21%. 

In 251 of the country's 308 municipalities (81%) there was population growth, particularly in municipalities 

located on the coast of mainland Portugal and in the Região Autónoma da Madeira. In the sub-regions of 

Grande Lisboa, Península de Setúbal and Região Autónoma da Madeira, the population increased in all 

municipalities. The municipality of Porto Santo recorded the highest population increase in 2023 (3.70%). 

On the other hand, 56 municipalities recorded negative effective population growth rates, mainly located in 

the interior of the Norte and Alentejo regions. The municipality of Barrancos recorded the lowest effective 

population growth rate in the country (-1.87%). 

In 2023, the increase of resident population in Portugal was the result of a combination of a positive change 

in the migratory component (1.47%) and a decrease in the natural component (-0.31%). The importance of 

the migratory component in the overall growth of the population extended to all the country's NUTS 3  

sub-regions, with particular relevance in the sub-regions of Oeste (2.79%), Região de Aveiro (2.41%), Médio 

Tejo (2.17%), Alentejo Litoral (2.15%) and Região de Leiria (2.03%), with rates above 2%. 

The natural component of population growth fell in all the country's NUTS 3 sub-regions, except for Grande 

Lisboa, where there was a slight increase of 0.02%. Alto Tâmega e Barroso and Beira Baixa recorded the largest 

decreases in the natural rate between 2022 and 2023: -1.20% and - 1.18%, respectively.  
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In Portugal, the population ageing ratio, measured by the ratio between the elderly population (aged 65 or 

over) and the young population (up to 14), was 188.1 in 2023, higher than the previous year (184.4). 

The analysis of the ageing ratio by NUTS 3 regions shows that ageing was higher in the interior of mainland 

Portugal, particularly in Alto Tâmega e Barroso, Terras de Trás-os-Montes, Beira Baixa and Beiras e Serra da 

Estrela, where the number of elderly people per 100 young people was over 300. 

The segmentation of the ageing ratio according to the Classification of urban areas for statistical purposes 

(TIPAU) revealed, for 2023, that population ageing in Portugal was higher in predominantly rural areas (PRA: 

347.6) compared to medium urban areas (MUA: 215.8) and predominantly urban areas (PUA: 165.6). This 

higher incidence of ageing in predominantly rural areas occurred in all the country's NUTS 3, except for Grande 

Lisboa, where there was a higher ageing ratio in predominantly urban areas. 

Figure 1. Crude rate of increase of the resident population, 
municipality, 2023  

Figure 2. Crude rate of increase, crude rate of natural 
increase and crude rate of net migration, Portugal and 

NUTS 3, 2023 

 

 

Source: Statistics Portugal, Annual Provisional Estimates of Resident Population. 
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In 2023, population ageing disparity between urban and rural areas was higher in the four most aged NUTS 3 

regions: Terras de Trás-os-Montes (190.6 and 761.4, respectively), Beira Baixa (175.7 and 663.7), Alto Tâmega 

e Barroso (242.1 and 628.1) and Beiras e Serra da Estrela (214.3 and 545.8). 

 

 

EDUCATION 

In the 2022/2023 school year, the retention and dropout rate at primary and lower secondary education in 

Portugal was 3.8%. This rate was lower for the 1st and 2nd cycles of primary education, 1.9% and 3.6% 

respectively, and higher for the lower secondary education (6.2%). 

At sub-regional level, all NUTS 3 scored highest retention and dropout rates at lower secondary education 

than for the total and, except for the Região Autónoma da Madeira and Terras de Trás-os-Montes, successively 

increasing rates from 1st cycle up to the lower secondary education. Baixo Alentejo had the highest retention 

and dropout rates for the three levels of primary and lower secondary education (4.6%, 7.4% and 10.5% for 

Figure 3.  Ageing ratio according to the Classification of urban areas, Portugal and NUTS 3, 2023 
 

Classification of urban areas 
 

Total 

 

 

Source: Statistics Portugal, Annual Provisional Estimates of Resident Population. 
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the 1st cycle, for the 2nd cycle and for lower secondary education, respectively) and Alto Minho the lowest 

(0.6%, 0.9% and 2.4% for the 1st cycle, for the 2nd cycle and for lower secondary education, respectively). In 

addition to Alto Minho, Cávado and Tâmega e Sousa also had retention and dropout rates of 2.4% for lower 

secondary education. 

In the 2022/2023 school year, Alentejo Litoral recorded the highest difference between retention and dropout 

rates in primary and lower secondary education by education level: the lowest value was in the 1st cycle (2.3%) 

and the highest in the lower secondary education (9.4%). 

The territorial portrait of the retention and dropout rate at primary and lower secondary education showed 

lower values in municipalities in the Norte and Centro regions, with a particular difference between 

municipalities on the coast and in the interior, with the former showing better results. 

In the Algarve, 13 of the 16 municipalities that compose this region recorded retention and dropout rates at 

primary and lower secondary education higher than the national average in the 2022/2023 school year, with 

the municipalities of Silves (9.9%), Albufeira (8.0%), Vila Real de Santo António (7.9%), Aljezur (7.8%) and Tavira 

(6.8%) standing out with the highest values. In seven of the nine municipalities of the Grande Lisboa, retention 

and dropout rates were higher than the national reference, with the municipalities of Amadora (8.3%) and 

Loures (7.7%) registering the greatest values. Of the nine municipalities in the Península de Setúbal, seven had 

retention and dropout rates above the national average, with the municipalities of Setúbal (7.7%) and Moita 

(7.2%) having the highest rates. 

In the autonomous regions, seven of the 19 municipalities of the Região Autónoma dos Açores (Lajes das 

Flores, Lajes do Pico, Calheta, São Roque do Pico, Nordeste, Santa Cruz das Flores and Lagoa) and seven of the 

11 municipalities of the Região Autónoma da Madeira (Santana, Funchal, Santa Cruz, São Vicente, Calheta, 

Ponta do Sol and Câmara de Lobos) recorded retention and dropout rates at primary and lower secondary 

education below the national average. 
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In Portugal, the transition/completion rate at upper secondary education for the 2022/2023 school year was 

90.2%, lower than the value for the previous school year (91.4%). At the level of the NUTS 3 sub-regions, 

except for the Região Autónoma da Madeira, there was also a decrease in the transition/completion rate at 

upper secondary education between the 2021/2022 and 2022/2023 school years. 

In 2022/2023, 16 of the country's 26 NUTS 3 sub-regions exceeded the national rate, with Tâmega e Sousa 

(95.2%) and Ave (95.1%) standing out as having the highest transition/completion rates in upper secondary 

education. Região Autónoma dos Açores (83.4%) and Algarve (85.9%) recorded lower transition/completion 

rates. 

The analysis of the transition/completion rate at municipal level shows more favourable performances in 

municipalities in the Norte, Centro and Região Autónoma da Madeira regions, as opposed to municipalities in 

Grande Lisboa, Península de Setúbal and Algarve, which recorded lower rates. 

Figure 4. Retention and dropout rates in primary and 
lower secondary education by education level, Portugal 

and NUTS 3, 2022/2023 

Figure 5. Retention and dropout rates in primary and lower 
secondary education, municipality, 2022/2023 

 

 

Source: Directorate-General for Education and Science Statistics. 
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In the 2022/2023 school year, 56 municipalities achieved transition/completion rates in upper secondary 

education above 95%: 29 municipalities in the Norte region; 12 municipalities in the Centro region; eight 

municipalities in Alentejo; the municipalities of Sardoal, Alcanena and Ferreira do Zêzere, in the Oeste e Vale 

do Tejo region; the municipalities of Corvo and Lajes do Pico, in the Região Autónoma dos Açores; and the 

municipalities of Ponta do Sol and Santa Cruz, in the Região Autónoma da Madeira. The nine municipalities in 

the Grande Lisboa region recorded lower transition/completion rates in upper secondary education than the 

national reference. 

 

Regarding tertiary education and considering data for 2023/2024 school year, the number of students enrolled 

was 448 235, of which 80% were enrolled in public tertiary education. Compared with the previous school 

year, an increase of 0.5% was registered for the total of students enrolled in tertiary education. 

In nine NUTS 3 sub-regions there was a decrease in the number of students enrolled in tertiary education, 

with Região de Leiria (-7.5%) and Oeste (-7.1%) registering the highest decreases. In the remaining NUTS 3 

 
Figure 6. Transition/completion rate in upper secondary 

education, Portugal and NUTS 3, 2021/2022 and 
2022/2023 

 
Figure 7. Transition/completion rate in upper secondary 

education, municipality, 2022/2023 

 

 

Source: Directorate-General for Education and Science Statistics. 
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sub-regions, there was an increase in the number of students enrolled, with Alto Tâmega e Barroso recording 

the highest rate of change (10.1%). 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE 

In 2023, the national value of exports of goods was around 77 340 million euros and the imports was 105 149 

million euros, which translated into a coverage rate of imports by exports of 73,6%. 

The regional analysis of foreign trade, based on operators’ headquarters location, shows that, in 2023, 16 of 

the 26 NUTS 3 sub-regions scored a coverage rate of imports by exports higher than 100%, with the highest 

values being recorded in Baixo Alentejo (427.8%), Alentejo Litoral (229.5%), Tâmega e Sousa (217.9%), 

Alentejo Central (197.2%) and Ave (160.0%). However, these five sub-regions together accounted for only 

around 13% of national goods exports total in 2023. 

Figure 8. Students enrolled in tertiary education and rate of change of students enrolled in tertiary education, Portugal 
and NUTS 3, 2023/2024 

 

Source: Directorate-General for Education and Science Statistics. 
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The international trade operators in the Grande Lisboa (34.4%), Algarve (53.3%), Douro (58.1%), Região 

Autónoma dos Açores (62.5%) and Lezíria do Tejo (66.6%) sub-regions showed lower export capacity in 

relation to the value of imports, resulting in coverage rates of imports by exports below the national average. 

Grande Lisboa had the lowest coverage rate, but the operators based in this sub-region contributed the most 

to the national exports: 14.7 billion euros, which corresponded to around 19 % of the country's total exports 

of goods in that year. 

 

 

In 2023, 70 % of national goods exports were destined for other European Union (EU-27) countries, with more 

than a quarter (26%) going to Spain. 

In 18 of the 26 NUTS 3 sub-regions, the proportion of exports of goods to the intra-EU market was higher than 

the national reference, with the sub-regions of Baixo Alentejo (88%), Algarve (88%), Alto Minho (88%), Alto 

Tâmega e Barroso (86%) and Terras de Trás-os-Montes (86%) standing out with more than 85%.  

Figure 9. Regional contribution for the value of exports, 
NUTS 3, 2023 

Figure 10. Exports of goods and coverage rate of imports by 
exports, NUTS 3, 2023 

 

 

Source: Statistics Portugal, Statistics on external trade of goods. 
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In the sub-regions of Alto Tâmega e Barroso (55%), Terras de Trás-os-Montes (53%) and Baixo Alentejo (51%) 

more than half of exports were destined for Spain. 

In 2023, the Região Autónoma da Madeira had the lowest proportion of intra-EU exports (37%) and also a 

lower share of the Spanish market in regional exports (6%). 

The Portuguese economy dependence from the intra-EU market was higher for imports than exports. At 

national level, approximately 75% of imports of goods were from the European Union countries and around a 

third (34%) from Spain. 

More than 90% of the imports recorded by operators located in Terras de Trás-os-Montes (99%), Baixo 

Alentejo (94%), Viseu Dão Lafões (91%) and Alto Tâmega e Barroso (91%) were from the European Union. In 

2023, in the sub-regions of Baixo Alentejo (83%), Alto Tâmega e Barroso (63%), Beira Baixa (62%), Algarve 

(52%) and Beiras e Serra da Estela (51%) more than half of regional exports originated from Spain. 

Only in the Ave, Grande Lisboa and Região de Aveiro sub-regions both the proportion of intra-EU imports of 

goods and the proportion of imports from Spain were lower than the national value. 

 
Figure 11. Proportion of intra-EU exports of goods and 
exports of goods to Spain, Portugal and NUTS 3, 2023  

 
Figure 12. Proportion of intra-EU imports of goods and 

imports of goods from Spain, Portugal and NUTS 3, 2023 

  

Source: Statistics Portugal, Statistics on external trade of goods. 
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POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 

The national abstention rate for the elections to Parliament held on 10 March 2024 was 40.2%. This value was 

lower than in the same election in 2022, which was 48.6%. There was also a decrease in the abstention rate 

in the country's nine NUTS 2 regions. 

In 2024, the autonomous regions of the Açores and Madeira recorded abstention rates higher than the 

national average (53.8% and 41.1% respectively). The remaining NUTS 2 regions in the country recorded lower 

abstention rates than the national average, with Grande Lisboa having the highest participation in this election, 

with an abstention rate of 31.2%. 

 

 

In 82 municipalities, located mainly in the interior of the Norte region and in the autonomous regions of the 

Açores and Madeira, there were abstention rates in the elections to the Parliament higher than the national 

level. 

The municipality of Ribeira Grande recorded the highest abstention rate in the country (61.5%) and, with 

values above 55%, the municipalities of Vila Franca do Campo (59.4%), Lagoa (57.4%), Vila do Porto (57.1%) 

and Povoação (56.0%) in the Região Autónoma dos Açores, Melgaço (59.4%), Vimioso (56.2%) and Montalegre 

(55.4%) in the Norte region also stood out. 

Figure 13. Abstention rate in the elections to Parliament, Portugal and NUTS 2, 2022 and 2024 
 

 

Source: General Secretariat of Internal Administration - Electoral Administration. 
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Região Autónoma dos Açores was the sub-region with the greatest disparity in the abstention rate between 

municipalities (36.4 percentage points): the lowest rate was in Corvo (25.1%) and the highest in Ribeira Grande 

(61.5%). 

 

In the 2024 election for the Parliament, the most voted party/coalition obtained 28.0% of the total votes, 

lower than in the 2022 election (41.4 %). This decrease in the vote for the most voted party/coalition between 

the two elections occurred in all the country's NUTS 3 sub-regions, except for the Região de Leiria. 

The proportion of votes for the party/coalition with the most votes in the 2024 election was lower than the 

national level in the Algarve (27.2%) and Grande Lisboa (27.9%) sub-regions. On the other hand, the  

sub-regions of Alto Tâmega e Barroso (41.9%) and Terras de Trás-os-Montes (40.1%) recorded the highest 

values for this indicator. 

At municipality level, there was a higher concentration of votes for the most voted party/coalition in 

municipalities in the autonomous regions of the Açores and Madeira and, on the mainland, in municipalities 

in the Norte and Centro regions, with the municipalities of Sernancelhe (60.1%), Boticas (58.0%) and Calheta 

Figure 14. Abstention rate in the elections to Parliament, Portugal, NUTS 3 and municipality, 2024  
 

 

 

Source: General Secretariat of Internal Administration - Electoral Administration. 
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(55.0%) standing out with proportions equal to or greater than 55%. On the other hand, only 12 municipalities 

had lower proportions of votes for the most voted party/coalition than the national average: the municipalities 

of Lagos, São Brás de Alportel, Faro, Loulé and Aljezur, in the Algarve; Alcochete, Montijo and Palmela, in the 

Península de Setúbal; Sobral de Monte Agraço, Arruda dos Vinhos and Peniche, in the Oeste; and the 

municipality of Santa Cruz, in the Região Autónoma da Madeira. The municipality of Sobral de Monte Agraço 

recorded the lowest rate in the country (25.2%). 

 

The abstention rate in Portugal in the European Parliament election held on 9 June 2024 reached 63.5%, 

meaning an increase in voter participation compared to the same election in 2019, which registered an 

abstention rate of 69.3%. 

The analysis of this indicator at sub-regional level reveals substantial differences between the NUTS 3  

sub-regions: the abstention rate in the 2024 election to the European Parliament varied between 48.4%, in 

 
Figure 15. Proportion of votes of the most voted 

party/coalition in the elections to Parliament, Portugal 
and NUTS 3, 2022 and 2024 

 
Figure 16. Proportion of votes of the most voted 

party/coalition in the elections to Parliament, municipality, 
2024 

 

 

Source: General Secretariat of Internal Administration - Electoral Administration. 
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Alentejo Litoral, and 75.8%, in the Região Autónoma dos Açores. In addition to the Região Autónoma dos 

Açores, Alto Tâmega e Barroso also recorded a higher abstention rate than the national level (64.5%). 

In 51 of the 308 municipalities, abstention rates were higher than the national one, mostly in the Região 

Autónoma dos Açores, the Norte and the Centro regions. The municipalities of Ribeira Grande (82.7%) and 

Vila Franca do Campo (82.4%) registered the highest abstention rates in the 2024 European Parliament 

elections. On the other hand, there was a higher participation rate in municipalities in the Oeste e Vale do Tejo 

and Alentejo regions. The municipality of Vila de Rei recorded the lowest abstention rate in the country 

(14.0%). 

The disparity in the abstention rate between municipalities was particularly evident in the Região Autónoma 

dos Açores, with the largest differences occurring between the municipalities of Corvo (37.0%) and Ribeira 

Grande (82.7%), and in Beira Baixa, between the municipalities of Vila de Rei (14.0%) and Castelo Branco 

(56.6%). 

 

  

Figure 17. Abstention rate in the elections to European Parliament, Portugal, NUTS 3 and municipality, 2024 
 

 

 

Source: General Secretariat of Internal Administration - Electoral Administration. 
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METHODOLOGICAL NOTE 

The 2024 edition of the Regional Statistical Yearbooks continues the new format of dissemination by subchapter, started 

in 2020, in the area dedicated to municipalities of the Statistics Portugal Web Portal, allowing a more direct consultation 

of integrated data for the NUTS 2 regions of the country. 

The contents are presented in Thematic Folders - Municipalities - Regional Statistical Yearbooks, and are organised into 

four main chapters — Territory, People, Economic Activity and State —  which are, in turn, analysed in 27 sections on 

different thematic areas. Each section begins with a set of key indicators aiming at giving the user a glance at the position 

of the different territorial units on each topic. Tables are presented in a bilingual format (Portuguese and English) and with 

the respective links to the Statistics Portugal’s online Database (www.ine.pt), making it possible to access to retrospective 

data series and to additional information including metadata. 

The 2024 edition of the Regional Statistical Yearbooks is mainly structure according to the new Common Nomenclature of 

Territorial Units for Statistics (NUTS 2024). The Portuguese NUTS 2024 were established by the European Commission 

Delegated Regulation 2023/674 of 26 December 2022 amending the annexes to Regulation (EC) No 1059/2003 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council on the establishment of a common nomenclature of territorial units for statistics 

(NUTS) and their application in the European Statistical System (ESS) and the National Statistical System (SEN) began on 1 

January 2024. 

For the analysis of information according to the intensity of urbanization, the Classification of urban areas for statistical 

purposes of 2014 (TIPAU 2014) was used, which constitutes an exhaustive classification of Portuguese parishes in three 

categories: Predominantly urban area (PUA), Medium urban area (MUA) and Predominantly rural area (PRA). 

The territorial administrative division at municipality level – the territorial unit of reference for most of the information 

made available – considers the Administrative Division Code of the National Statistical System and corresponding 

delimitation of the country’s administrative boundaries according to the Official Administrative Map of Portugal (CAOP) 

produced by the Directorate-General for Territorial Development (DGT). 

Since the information provided in the Regional Statistical Yearbooks varies from a large variety of statistical operations and 

administrative sources, the reference period is not always the same. However, the reference year for most of the indicators 

corresponds to 2023. 
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