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 IN ADDITION TO AFFECTING THE LEVELS OF TOURIST ACTIVITY, PANDEMIC ALSO CHANGED ITS 

SEASONALITY 

 

The tourist accommodation sector1  registered 1.1 million guests and 2.6 million overnight stays in December 

20212, corresponding to increases3 of 150.0% and 170.4%, respectively (+265.0% and +287.2% in November, 

in the same order). The levels attained in December 2021 were, however, lower than those observed in 

December 2019, with reductions of 28.9% in the number of guests and 26.7% in overnight stays.  

In December, the domestic market contributed 1.1 million overnight stays (+92.6%) and the external markets 

registered 1.5 million (+292.5%). When compared with December 2019, there were decreases of 12.2% in 

overnight stays from residents and 34.9% from non-residents. 

The total revenue registered in the tourist accommodation establishments amounted to EUR 153.2 million and 

the revenue from accommodation was EUR 108.0 million. When compared with December 2019, total revenue 

decreased by 25.4% and revenue from accommodation declined by 23.3%. The average revenue per available 

room (RevPAR) was EUR 21.5 in December (EUR 30.3 in November). The average daily rate (ADR) amounted 

to EUR 74.4 in December (EUR 74.2 in November). In December 2019, the RevPAR was EUR 27.8 and the ADR 

amounted to EUR 72.8. 

For the year 2021 (preliminary data), tourist accommodation establishments recorded 14.5 million guests and 

37.5 million overnight stays, corresponding to increases of 39.4% and 45.2% (-61.6% and  

-63.2% in 2020, respectively). Excluding the 2020 results, one must go back to 2010, when 37.4 million 

overnight stays were recorded, to find a lower number of overnight stays.  

The pandemic context did not only affect the level of tourist activity, showing a monthly distribution of results 

different from the characteristic seasonal pattern. In 2021, contrary to usual, it was not the summer months 

(July to September) but the months from August to October that registered the highest number of overnight 

stays (49.6% of total overnight stays). 

Compared to the same period in 2019, the number of guests decreased by 46.4% and overnight stays declined 

by 46.6% (-10.9% for residents and -62.0% for non-residents). There were decreases in overnight stays in all 

 
1 Monthly series which includes three types of accommodation facilities: hotel establishments (hotels, apartment hotels, tourist apartments, tourist 

villages, pousadas and quintas da Madeira), local accommodation with 10 or more beds (according to the statistical threshold defined by EU Regulation 

692/2011) and rural/lodging tourist. 

2 Statistics Portugal released on the 31st of January, the Tourism activity flash estimate: December 2021, which includes the main indicators (guests, 

overnight stays, with breakdown by residents and non-residents and main countries). In this press release, some of these indicators are presented with a 

greater geographical breakdown and the remaining indicators usually published monthly - namely occupancy rate, revenue, RevPAR, and ADR - and 

information on most types of accommodation (including camping and holiday camps and youth hostels) is presented. 

3 Unless stated otherwise, the rates of change presented in this press release correspond to year-on-year rates of change. 

https://www.ine.pt/xportal/xmain?xpid=INE&xpgid=ine_destaques&DESTAQUESdest_boui=521191614&DESTAQUESmodo=2
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regions, compared to 2019, mainly due to reductions in non-residents, however, there were increases in 

overnight stays of residents in RA Madeira (+19.2%) and Algarve (+5.1%). 

Total revenue recorded a growth of 61.2% (-45.7% compared to 2019) to EUR 2.3 billion. Revenue from 

accommodation stood at EUR 1.8 billion, increasing by 62.8% (-45.8% compared to 2019). 

A text box is included in this press release with the analysis of the evolution of overnight stays between 2019 

and 2021, by NUTS III regions. Decreases were recorded in all NUTS III regions in this period, more so in AM 

Lisboa (-58.2%), Médio Tejo (-54.3%), and AM Porto (-52.0%).  

In 2021, considering all means of accommodation (tourist accommodation establishments, camping and 

holiday camps, and youth hostels), 16.1 million guests and 42.7 million overnight stays were recorded, 

corresponding to increases of 37.6% and 41.1%, respectively. 


