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29 October 2021 
TOURIST ACTIVITY 

September 2021 – Flash Statistics 

 

OVERNIGHT STAYS OF NON-RESIDENTS EXCEEDED THE ONES FROM RESIDENTS  

FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE PANDEMIC  
 

The tourist accommodation sector1 registered 2.1 million guests and 5.6 million overnight stays in September 

2021, corresponding to year-on-year rates of change2  of +52.3% and +58.4%, respectively (+35.5% and +47.9% 

in August, in the same order). The levels reached in September 2021 were lower than those observed in 

September 2019, having decreased the number of guests and overnight stays by 28.9% and 26.6%, 

respectively. 

In September, the domestic market contributed with 2.6 million overnight stays and increased by 26.8%, 

continuing to exceed the levels of the same period of 2019 (+15.6%).  Overnight stays from non-residents 

doubled compared to September 2020 (+100.7%) and totalled 3.0 million but were about half of those 

recorded in September 2019 (-43.9%). 

In the third quarter of 2021, overnight stays decreased by 30.7% compared to the same period of 2019 (+15.8% 

for residents and -52.6% for non-residents). Compared to the third quarter of 2020, there were increases of 

57.1% (+31.5% for residents and +102.4% for non-residents). 

Overnight stays recorded in the first nine months of 2021 have already exceeded the value recorded for the 

entire year of 2020. During this period, total overnight stays increased by 19.5%, resulting from an accumulated 

growth rate of +28.7% in residents and +9.4% in non-residents. Overnight stays from residents grew in all 

regions, in particular RA Madeira (+109.9%) and RA Açores (+96.3%). Overnight stays from non-residents only 

decreased in AM Lisboa (-6.1%), with emphasis on the increase in RA Açores (+127.1%). Compared to the same 

period of 2019, overnight stays decreased by 54.0% (-14.4% for residents and -71.2% for non-residents). 

In September, 19.5% of the tourist accommodation establishments were closed or had no movement of guests 

(17.4% in August). 
  
 

 
1 Monthly series which includes three types of accommodation facilities: hotel establishments (hotels, apartment hotels, touris t apartments, tourist 

villages, pousadas and quintas da Madeira), local accommodation with 10 or more beds (according to the statistical threshold defined by EU Regulation 

692/2011) and rural/lodging tourism.  

2 Unless stated otherwise, the rates of change presented in this press release correspond to year-on-year rates of change. 
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Figure 1. Global results of the tourist accommodation sector 

 

 

2019 2020 2021

  Guests 103  2  544,4  2 059,2  21 308,0  8 592,9  9 831,0

Residents in Portugal "  1 505,3  1 090,4  8 327,7  5 258,3  6 258,5

Residents abroad "  1 039,1   968,8  12 980,2  3 334,6  3 572,5

  Overnight stays 103  7  518,2  5 599,0  56 212,4  21 624,6  25 839,4

Residents in Portugal "  4 214,6  2 566,3  16 996,6  11 308,9  14 551,7

Residents abroad "  3 303,6  3 032,7  39 215,7  10 315,7  11 287,7

  Average stay no. of nights 2,95   2,72   2,64   2,52   2,63

Residents in Portugal " 2,80 2,35 2,04 2,15 2,33

Residents abroad " 3,18 3,13 3,02 3,09 3,16

Global preliminary results Unit Aug 21 Sep 21

Jan -  Sep


